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northbaybiz.com/Columnists/Tech_Talk/Prognostication.php



�
���
�	����

"Imagine you've got a shiny computer that is 
identical to a Macbook Air, except that it has 
the energy efficiency of a machine from 20 
years ago. That computer would use so much 
power that you'd get a mere 2.5 seconds of 
battery life out of the Air's 50 watt-hour battery 
instead of the seven hours that the Air actually 
gets."
-- Stanford professor Jonathan Koomey

http://tinyurl.com/3sftq6w
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“Any believable prediction 
will be wrong.

Any correct prediction will 
be unbelievable.”
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“20 years is the 
new 100 years”

http://thenextweb.com/insider/2011/08/06/what-will-the-internet-be-like-in-20-years/
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Most likely, 
you weren’t 
around.



There also were no:

Cell Phones

GPS Satellites

iPods

HDTVs

There were computers.

But just barely…
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“Moore's Law means anything 
that is dismissed on the grounds 
of the technology-not-being-
good-enough-yet is going to 
happen.”
http://www.benhammersley.com/2011/09/my-speech-to-the-iaac/
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Smaller

Higher Resolution

More “Invisible”

More Connected

More Biological

More Instantaneous

More Efficient

More “Human”
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Viral Outbreak (CONTAGION)

Climate Catastrophe (THE DAY AFTER TOMORROW)

Smart Drugs (LIMITLESS)

Solar Flare

Meteor Impact (ARMAGEDDON)

Supervolcano Eruption (SUPERVOLCANO)

Financial Collapse

Big Brother

Social Collapse (THE TIME MACHINE)
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Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs (human nature)

Clothing?

Shelter?

Employment?

Programmers?

Levis, Diet Coke, and Costco?

Microsoft, Google, and Facebook?

Plumbers and Restaurants
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The Sum Total of Human Knowledge in your back pocke t

Unprecedented Connectivity

Unprecedented Dissemination

Unprecedented Noise
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There are huge numbers of things we don’t understan d.

If we don’t understand it, we can’t model/simulate it.

BUT

If we can model it, all bets are off.

If we can model brain chemistry, we can simulate th e brain.

See: On Intelligence, by Jeff Hawkins (Numenta)
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Telepresence

3D Printing

Robotics

Energy

Big Data

Internet of Machines

Quantified Self

Sensors
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Persistent Storage (S3)

Utility Computing (EC2)

Load Balancing

Dynamic DNS

Geographic Distribution

Content Network

Queing

Database (RDS)

http://aws.amazon.com/products/
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www.mikeduffy.com


